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COLUMBUS 


ACT  I 


Scene  Outside  the  Con-c'c-iit  of  La  Rabida.  near  Polos, 
S/aiii. 

At  Rise:  Juan  Perez  and  Diego  seated  in  eenter.  Cliil- 
d)  en  playing  at  right. 

DiECO.  I  wonder  where  father  is.  Will  he  ever  come 
hack  to  see  me  again?  The  people  around  here  say  awful 
tilings  about  him,  but  I  think  he  is  good  and  wise. 

Juan  PerEz.  Yes,  Diego,  there  does  seem  to  be  a  great 
many  unpleasant  remarks  made  about  your  father.  But  I  be- 
lieve his  ideas  are  good  ones  and  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when 
they  will  be  fulfilled. 

DiEGo.  Father  has  sailed  all  over  the  ocean,  he  has  been 
ill  many  battles,  and  has  stuflied  all  of  the  best  charts  and 
maps.  All  he  needs  is  money  to  fit  out  ships  for  the  voyage. 

Perez.  You  are  right,  my  boy,  your  father  \vill  yet  re- 
ceive a  hearing  before  some  monarch,  and  fame  and  fortune 
will  soon  be  his. 

Enter  Dona  Enrique.':  from  left  \cith  basket  of  fruit  on 
her  anil. 

Dona.  (Reading  sign  over  door)  Convent  of  La  Ra- 
bida. The  place  father  wanted  me  to  go  to  school.  I  suppose 
they  teach  that  the  earth  is  round  now.  The  good  friar  has 
been  praising  Columbus  and  his  crazy  ideas  ever  since  his 
son  was  left  here  seven  years  ago.  (Going  tozvard  right.) 
Others  can  fight  pirates  and  ocean  waves,  T  shall  keep  my 
feet  on  dry  land. 

Perez,  Dona  Enriquez,  as  one  of  our  fair  daughters  of 
Spain,  I  feel  that  you  should  be  more  respectful  of  one  who 
promises  so  much  in  descovery  and  exploration.  (Dona  sets 
basket  doivn  center  of  stage.) 
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Dona.  Friar  Perez,  there  shall  be  room  a  plenty  for  thee 
on  the  ship  that  shall  sail  cross  the  Atlantic.  There  are  mon- 
sters that  can  swallow  whole  ships,  boiling  water  at  the 
equator,  and  the  edge  of  the  flat  earth  shall  drop  thee  down 
niillions  of  miles— into— I  don't  know  what.  (Bo\s  take  fniil' 
from  basket.) 

PerE.  Can  you  tell  me  anything  more  about  the  un- 
known sea  and  land  ? 

Dona.  Maybe  I  can  or  maybe  I  can't.  It  depends  on 
whether  ye  want  to  hear.  When  the  winds  blow  east,  how 
can  ye  sail  west  and  if  the  wind  blows  not  at  all,  can  ye 
live  on  salt  water  and  whale? 

DiEGo.  My  father  has  studied  all  about  the  earth  and 
he  shall  some  day  get  help,  sail  to  new  lands  and  prove  that 
lie  was  right. 

DoNA.  Ah,  the  little  Columbus  S]ieaks.  Hast  thy  father 
taught  thee  to  be  a  fool  also?  Thou  art  attending  the  con- 
vent? Thou  needest  to  learn.  (Goes  to  pick  ii/^  basket,  sees 
it  empty,  boys  exit  right.) 

Ye  young  Moorish  robbers  (Motioning  after  the  boys) 
ye  should  sail  with  Columbus  also. 

DiEGO.  You  should  have  gone  on  to  market.  My  father 
will  tend  to  his  work.   (Dona  Bnriqucz  Exits) 

Juan.  I  have  prayed  many  a  day  that  God  would  pro- 
tect and  send  help  to  your  father,  that  man  of  virtue  and 
wisdom.  But  as  I  have  not  heard  from  him  I  fear  that  he 
has  met  with  evil. 

Enter  Coluiiibiis,  in  rags,  walking  slozvly.  He  looks  af 
sign  on  consent  and  speaks. 

Columbus.    The  Good  Lord  bless  my  boy  if  he  lives. 

DiEGO.    Father,  My  dear  Father.    (They  embrace.) 

Columbus.    My  good  boy,  Diego,  you  are  safe. 

Jl^\n.  Welcome  my  friend,  Columbus.  I  fear  that  sor- 
row and  disappointment  have  been  your  lot.  Why  these 
threadbare  garments  and  this  unsteady  step? 

Columbus.  The  promises  of  God  are  slow  of  fulfillment. 
T  am  weary  of  this  world  of  foolish  men. 

DiEGO.  Oh,  father,  it  seems  so  good  to  see  you  again. 
Please  stav  \\ith  me.  It  is  so  lonesome  without  vou. 
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Columbus.  No.  No,  my  son,  I  am  going  to  carry  out  my 
plans. 

Juan.  Yes,  and  I  am  going  to  help  him.  But  Columbus, 
tell  us  of  your  efforts.  Did  you  not  meet  with  any  success 
these  seven  years? 

Columbus.  I  first  went  to  Portugal.  They  pretended  to 
listen  to  me  but  the  learned  men  condemned  my  plan.  Later 
they  contrived  to  steal  my  charts  and  the  king  sent  out  an 
expedition  to  find  India  by  my  proposed  route.  They  soon 
came  back  and  said  that  there  was  nothing  but  water.  I  then 
vvent  to  Spain  where  they  kept  me  waiting  years  with  only  a 
partial  hearing.  War  has  taken  their  attention  and  interest 
and  they  say  that  they  have  no  time  for  experiments.  Juan 
^erez,  I  cannot  get  help  in  Spain.  I  have  no  more  faith  in 
Spain.  Come  Diego,  to  France  we  shall  go. 

DiEGO.  Father  I  do  not  want  to  go  away  from  here,  they 
have  been  so  good  to  me. 

Jl'an.  Columbus,  you  must  not  leave  this  land.  The  hon- 
or and  wealth  of  the  new  lands  must  not  go  to  a  foreign 
power.  Spain,  glorious  Spain,  must  lead  the  westward  way  to 
the  precious  products  of  the  East. 

Columbus.  Even  my  native  city  of  Genoa  would  not 
help  me.  I  sent  my  brother  to  England  and  as  I  have  not 
heard  from  him,  I  fear  the  pirates  have  captured  him.  But  I 
have  encouragement  in  a  letter  from  Paris.  T  must  not  waste 
my  time  here. 

Juan.  Columbus,  one  more  word.  I  have  been  Father 
Confessor  to  our  virtuous  and  wise  Queen  Isabella.  Tarry 
here  until  I  can  send  a  message  to  the  beloved  queen.  She 
shall  listen  to  me.  I  will  intercede  for  you. 

Columbus.   I  have  a  vision  of  God  commissioning  me  to* 
sail  the  unknown  sftis.  Perhaps  through  his  servant,  a  Friar 
of  the  Church,  I  may  yet  win  recognition  and  help.  I  shall 
wait.  (Juan  zi'rites  letter.) 

DiEGo.  Father,  will  you  take  me  when  you  Sail  across 
the  ocean  ? 

Columbus.  My  son,  I  want  you  with  me,  but  I  fear  that 
the  hardships  of  such  a  trip  would  be  more  than  you  can 
stand. 
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Juan.  Here,  Diego,  give  this  letter  to  the  courier  and 
tell  him  to  make  haste  to  the  Queen  and  to  bring  back  a  re- 
ply immediately.   {Diego  Exits) 

Columbus.  The  Queen  is  a  good  woman.  - 1  believe  I 
would  have  succeeded  if  King  Ferdinand  had  not  laugh  ed 
at  my  plans. 

Juan.  Be  patient.  Columbus,  so  great  an  idea  shall  not 
be  carried  M^ith  you  to  your  grave. 

Enter  Dona  Ennquec  ivith  basket  of  fntif.  sees  Co- 
liiDibns. 

Dona.  If  the  old  fool  isn't  back  here  again.  He  looks 
ns  if  he  has  walked  to  India  and  back  and  not  nuich  to  eat 
on  the  way  either. 

Juan.     Dona   Enriquez,  you  should  bow  to  the  ground, 
before  this  great  man.  You  shall  yet  learn  from  his  success 
later  if  you  heed  not  his  teaching  now. 

Columbus.  Do  not  speak  impatiently  to  the  lady.  Many 
and  many  of  her  kind  have  I  seen.  She  is  as  wise  as  some  of 
the  patrons  of  the  Spanish  court. 

Dona.     Thy   heart   is   all   right,   Columbus,  even  if  thy 
mind  is  unbalanced.  Take  this  fruit  for  thy  empty  stomach, 
but  it  cannot  fill  thy  empty  head.  (Gives  fruit  to  Coliinihiis) 
Enter  Diego  zvith  letter 

DiEGO.  Here,  here,  we  have  a  reply  from  the  Queen. 
(Juan  takes  letter,  opens  it  and  reads)  Father  I  do  hope  the 
Queen  will  give  you  the  money  needed  to  make  the  journey. 

Columbus.     I  shall  try,  to  my  dying  day,  to  get  help. 

Juan.  Columbus,  we  are  asked  to  come  to  the  Spanish 
Court  and  receive  a  hearing. 

Columbus.  Receive  a  hearing  means  nothing.  Does  she 
not  promise  more? 

Juan.  Aye.  Aye.  she  has  sent  moAy  to  purchase  fine 
raiment  for  you  and  the  hire  of  a  mule  for  the  journey. 

Columbus.  Come,  Diego,  back  to  the  Spanish  Court  we 
shall  go.  Ihave  been' patient ;  I  shall  be  patient.  I  have  tried; 
I  shall  try  again. 

Exit  Juan.  Diego  and  Columhns 

Dona.»  a  jackass  to  make  the  journey.  Faith,  they  shall 
not  know  the  rider  from  the  beast. 

(CURTAIN) 
{End  of  Act  One) 
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ACT  TWO 

Scene  Royal  Court  of  King  Perdinand  and  Queen  Isa- 
bella, Santa  Fe,  Spain.  King  and  queen  seated  on  thrones, 
center.  Royal  Secretary,  Colonia  at  desk  right.  Armed  guards 
about  king  and  queen. 

Queen.  Juan  Perez  sent  a  message  to  me  begging  me 
to  help  Columbus  and  I  think  we  will  have  to  help  him.  I 
cannot  bear  to  see  any  other  country  get  ahead  of  Spain. 

King.  Stuff  and  nonsense.  Think  of  losing  all  the  mon- 
ey on  such  a  foolish  piece  of  navigation.  I  would  not  think 
of  helping  him. 

Ql'EEn.  Well,  juan  Perez  and  Columbus  will  soon  he 
here  for  I  have  invited  them.  I  really  feel  sorry  for  Colum- 
bus. He  has  suffered  hardship  and  poverty,  lie  has  suffered 
in  battle  and  shipwreck  and  now  disappointment  and  worry 
?re  making  him  old  fast. 

King.  Yes,  but  we  have  just  fought  an  expensive  war 
and  we  cannot  tax  for  unnecessary  expenditures. 

Queen.     I  hear  a  commotion  outside.  They  have  arrived 
Use  your  wisdom,  Ferdinand  and  believe  in  Columbus. 
Enter  Juan  Perec,  Colunibus  and  Diego 

CoLU^rBUS.     I  am  here.  Your  majesty.  (Bows  I'ery  lo7v. 

Enter  Spicy 

Spicy.     T  am  here  or  back  to  stay.   {Turns  sommerset.) 

Coi.oMA.     Give  a  brainy  man  a  chance  to  speak. 

Spicy.  Columbus  and  I  are  just  alike.  He  is  a  fool  and 
so  am  I. 

Queen.  We  welcome  you.  Columbus  and  good  Friar 
Perez.  Do  not  let  what  Spicy  says  l^other  you  in  the  least. 
We  pay  him  for  his  words. 

PerE.  I  hope  this  journey  will  be  oi  some  account.  In 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Church,  I  pray  that  you  will,  this  day, 
join  with  this  man  in  his  wonderful  plan. 

King.  I  have  promised  nothing  so  I  may  not  do  any- 
thing. 

Columbus.  All  I  ask  is  to  be  equipped  in  ships,  crews, 
and  provisions. 

Spicy.     He  doesn't  want  much  for  not'ings. 
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CoLOMA.  If  you  succeed,  it's  your  gain ;  but  if  you  fail 
it's  Spain's  loss.  (Spicy  beckons  Diego  to  front)  (They  look 
each  other  over. 

Columbus.  I  shall  furnish  one-eighth  of  the  cost,  if  I 
may  have  one-eighth  of  the  profits  from  the  expedition.  Who 
will  furnish  seven-eighths  and  receive  seven-eights  of  the 
profits?  My  good  Queen,  say  you  will. 

DiEGO.     You  are  a  funny  man. 

Spicy.     I  am  not  nearly  as  funny  as  your  father. 

Diego.     What  is  that  on  your  hat? 

Spicy.     Why,  that  is  a  bell. 

Diego.     Isabel.  I  thought  the  queen  was  Isabel. 

Spicy.  Good  Queen,  take  Columbus  and  his  son  for 
two  more  court  fools. 

Queen.  Columbus,  it  seems  that  all  are  against  me.  No 
one  seems  to  believe  in  you.  Anyway  I  could  not  let  you  pav 
finy  part  of  the  expense,  if  the  Crown  of  Castile  heads  your 
expedition. 

Columbus.  There  is  no  other  agreement  that  I  w\\\  ac- 
cept. Come,  Diego,  France  calls  us,  the  honor  shall  not  be 
for  Spain. 

Exit  Coliniibiis  and  Diego 

PerE.  Good  Queen,  would  that  thy  wisdom  were  as 
lofty  as  thy  virtue.  Spain  forfeits  world  power  by  rejecting 
this  liberal  offer.  (Exits.) 

Queen.  I  do  hate  to  have  France  get  the  glory  and 
wealth  of  the  great  West. 

K[NG.  Have  no  fear.  The  ocean  shall  swallow  up  the 
adventurers  e'er  they  see  the  first  setting  sun.  Spain  is  great 
without  Columbus. 

Spicy.  Sure  I  put  the  gain  in  Spain.  Columbus  puts  in 
the  pain. 

Enter  St.  Angel 

St.  Angel.  Worthy  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isa- 
bella, I  met  the  great  Columbus  leaving  your  court  to  go  to 
Paris.  God  forbid  that  Spain  reject  this  opportunity  to  carry 
the  Cross  into  the  lands  of  the  west.  I  come  to  you  to  plead 
that  you  grant  the  wishes  of  that  poor  but  wise  man. 
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QuEKN.  Idid  fee]  that  we  sliould  but  I  am  alone  in  that 
belief. 

St.  Angel.  My  Good  Queen,  you  have  done  many  won- 
derful and  great  things  without  the  help  of  others  in  the 
past.  Permit  me  to  overtake  Columbus  and  liring  him  back 
here. 

Queen.  .  You  may  and  the  Crown  of  Castile  shall  back 
this  expedition  without  the  help  of  Aragon.  (Exit  St.  An  gel) 

Spicy.     I  guess  we  are  going  to  see  some  more  fun. 

King.  Oh,  I  would  not  let  you  undertake  the  full  re- 
sponsi' ility  without  the  participation  of  Aragon.  If  you  are 
determined  to  help  Columbus,  I  shall  help  also. 

CoLOMA.  Oh,  it  may  be  a  good  business  proposition 
after  all.  We  may  gain  far  more  than  we  shall  lose. 

Spicy.  I  don't  want  anv  job  on  a  boat.  I  get  awful 
seasick. 

Enter  St.  Angel,  Columbus  and  Diego 

St.  Angel.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  persuad- 
ed Columbus  to  return,  as  he  said  that  you  had  refused  his 
petitions  twice. 

Spicy.     Three  times  and  out. 

Columbus.  Few  words  shall  I  waste.  My  proposition 
as  stated  in  my  only  one.  Do  you  accept ? 

Queen.  I  shall  pay  the  cost  of  your  journey  even  if  I 
have  to  sell  my  jewels. 

St.  Angel.  Nay,  nay,  the  treasury  of  the  Church  shall 
pay  ere  thy  jewels  be  sold.  The  prospect  of  thousands  of  con- 
verts to  the  Holy  Church  shall  spur  us  on  toward  the  new 
lands. 

Columbus.     I  shall  pay  one-eighth  of  the  cost? 

Queen.  If  you  wish,  and  besides  your  share  of  the 
profit,  you  shall  be  viceroy  and  governor-general  over  all 
lands  discovered.  Coloma,  make  out  the  contracts. 

Columbus.  Is  the  dream  of  my  life  to  be  realized?  Has 
reward  come  to  my  eighteen  years  of  toil  and  struggle. 

Spicy.     Oh,  you'll  yet  be  rich  before  you  die. 

Queen.     I  will  furnish  seven-eights  of  the  cost. 

King.     I  wish  to  help  also. 

St.  Angel.     And  I. 
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CoLOMA.     And  I. 

Spicy.     I'll  keep  still.  I  haven't  any  money. 
Queen.     Thy  perserverance  is  worthy  of  success. 
Columbus.     I  was  determined  not  to  give  up. 
Spicy.     If  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  cry,  cry  again. 
DiEGO.     Father,  am  I  going  with  you  to  India  ? 
Queen.  No,  Diego,  you  shall  stay  here  as  page  in  this 
court.  We  shall  pay  you  well  and  educate  you  here. 
Columbus.     Good  Queen,  can  I  ever  repay  you  ? 
Spicy.  Oh,  yes,  bring  her  back  some  dead   Indians. 
CoLOMA.     I  have  the  contracts  prepared.  Listen : 

1.  That  Columbus  shall  have,  for  himself,  during  his 
life,  and  his  heirs  and  successors  forever,  the  office  of  high 
admiral  in  all  the  seas,  lands  and  continents,  he  might  dis- 
cover, with  similar  honors  and  perogatives  to  those  enjoyed 
1  y  the  high  admiral  of  Castile  in  his  district. 

2.  That  he  shall  be  viceroy  and  governor-general  over 
all  the  said  lands  and  continents,  with  the  privilege  of  nom- 
inating three  candidates  for  the  government  of  each  island 
nr  province,  one  of  whom  shall  be  selected  by  the  sovereigns. 

3.  That  he  shall  be  entitled  to  one-tenth  of  all  free 
profits,  arising  from  the  merchandise  and  productions  of  the 
countries  of  his  admiralty. 

4.  That  he,  or  his  lieutenant,  shall  be  the  sole  judge  of 
causes  and  disputes  arising  out  of  traffic  between  those  coun- 
tries and  Spain. 

5.  That  he  may  then,  and  at  all  after  times,  contribute 
an  eighth  part  of  the  expense  of  expeditions  to  sail  to  the 
coiuitries  he  expects  to  discover,  and  shall  receive  in  conse- 
quence an  eighth  part  of  the  profits. 

Columbus.     I  shall  sign  the  papers,   (//c  goes  to  desk) 
Queen.     The  royal  seal  of  Castile  shall  be  affixed. 
King.  Aj'e,  the  double  seal  of  Castile  and  Aragon. 
Columbus.     (Bo7viiig    I'cry    lo7v)     I    am    your    servant 
forever. 

St.  Angel.  (IVith  uplifted  Jwnds)  The  blessing  of  the 
Church  be  upon  thy  holy  mission. 

(CURTAIN) 
End  of  Act  Tzvo 
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ACT  THREE 

Scene  On  Board  ship,  Soiito  Marie  ' 

Enter  Columbus  and  Pcrcoli 

Columbus.  I  believe  I  smell  more  fragrant  air  than 
yesterday. 

Pkrcoli.  Oh,  yes,  I  suppose  you  will  soon  smell  the 
gold  of  India.  It's  the  third  time  you  said  we  were  near  land 

Columbus.  Aye,  aye,  but  did  -wq  not  see  weeds  drifting 
by  the  ship  and  find  a  crab  on    one  of  them. 

Percoli.  Yes,  we  are  coming  to  that  sea  cif  weeds  that 
Aristotle  described. 

Columbus.  Tunny  fish  swam  about  the  ship  yesterday 
jind  this  morning  a  large  white  trojiical  liird  was  seen  to  the 
south. 

PERCOLI.  But  look  at  the  ill  signs  we  have  had.  The 
rudder  on  the  Pinta  broke ;  we  saw  the  wreck  of  a  ship  pass 
by  us ;  the  needle  of  the  compass  no  longer  points  north. 
These  are  warnings  for  us  to  return.   {Enter  Pinzon) 

PiNZON.  Come,  Columbus,  a  flock  of  small  birds  are 
flying  to  the  southwest.  I  believe  we  should  change  our 
course. 

CoLL^MBUS.  More  good  signs?  (Columbus  and  Pinrsovi 
exit) 

Peroli.  I  do  not  trust  that  man  Columbus.  He  lies. 
(Enter  Pedro) 

Pedro.  Percoli,  we  can  stand  this  no  longer.  We  are 
now  in  shallow  water  and  may  strike  rocVs  any  minute.  Co- 
lumlnis  just  tried  to  bribe  me  with  promises  of  wealth  if  I 
\^■ould  not  complain. 

'  Percoli.  (Laugliing)  Wealth?  Where' would  he  get  it? 
He  doesn't  own  the  food  he  eats  or  the  clothes  he  wears.  I 
am  ready  to  put  Columbus  out  of  the  way  and  turn  the  shi]) 
back  to  Spain.  (Enter  Sanehe::;) 

Sanchez.  Men,  I've  found  out  that  we  are  being  de- 
ceived. The  record  of  the  distance  we  have  traveled  is  not  as 
Columbus  posts  up  for  us  to  read.  He  has  a  private  book  and 
in  it  he  records  seven  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  distance  west* 
from  Spain. 

Pedro.     The  villian. 
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Percoli.     The  traitor. 

Sanchez.  Men,  toniglit,  in  the  darkness,  Cohnnl)us  wil! 
lean  over  the  edge  of  the  ship  to  gaze  at  the  stars.  Who  will 
push  him  overboard? 

Pedro.  I  wiW. (Bnfer     aroQ 

Z.\R0.  Land,  land,  I  see  land.  (Enter  Coliiinbiis  and  Piii- 
j:oii) 

PiNZON.  Where,  where  is  the  land?  (  aro  f'oints  to 
left.  All  look) 

Sanchez.     That's  not  land.  It's  only  a  cloud. 

CoLUMBLis.  The  next  person  who  shouts  'land"  and 
there  is  no  land,  forfeits  all  claim  to  the  thirty  crowns  re- 
ward. I  must  go  and  sound  for  bottom  again.  (B.rits  Colum- 
bus Olid  Piuzou) 

Peroi.i.     Let  us  kill  Columbus  when  he  is  asleep  tonight. 

Pedro.  Sleep,  Columbus  will  sleep  tonight. 

Pcrcoli  bci^ius  to  stagger.  Pedro  catches  him.  What  ails 
you  Percoli  ? 

Percolt.  Pm  g^etting  sick.  T  want  to  go  back  to  Spain. 
[All  carry  Percoli  out) 

(Enter   Columbjis  and  Pinrjou) 

Columbus.  I  have  just  told  the  men  to  keep  a  lookout 
to-night.  I  feel  that  this  is  our  last  night  of  waiting.  I  have 
offered  a  doublet  of  velvet  in  addition  to  the  Queen's  thirtv 
crowns  for  the  first  sight  of  land. 

PiNZON.  Aye,  you  should  keep  a  lookout  also,  but  look 
near  at  hand,  for  I  fear  a  plot  to  kill  you  is  on  foot  to-night. 

Columbus.  Pinzon,  are  you  my  friend  ?  Will  you  stand 
by  and  see  my  life  taken?  (Enter  varo) 

Zaro.  My  men  are  getting  frail  and  weak.  Percoli  is 
ill,  others  fear  for  their  lives.  They  beg  me  to  get  orders  from 
you  to  turn  back. 

Columbus.  Tell  them  they  are  under  orders  from  the 
King  and  Queen  of  Castile  and  Aragon.  They  cannot  desert. 
Set  the  bow  toward  the  southwest  and  sail  on,  and  on,  and 
OIL   (Zaro  exits) 

PiNZON.     What  was  the  depth  at  your  last  sounding? 

Columbus.  Two  hundred  fathoms  of  line  and  no  bot- 
tom. (Enter  Sancher) 
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Sanchez.  Columbus,  small  green  fish,  such  as  inhabit 
the  shore  waters,  just  past  the  ship  and  singing  birds,  that 
nest  only  in  trees,  fly  about  the  mast-head. 

Columbus.  As  I  presumed.  We  are  nearing  the  long- 
looked-for  shore. 

(Enter  Pedro,  with  branch  of  berries) 

Pedro.  I  picked  this  from  the  surging  foam.  We  must 
be  near  the  spice  islands  of  the  East. 

Columbus.  The  fruits  of  India  will  soon  be  ours.  Good 
men,  watch  the  horizon. 

(Enter  Zaro,  with  carved  cane) 

Zaro.  Look !  Look !  A  rod,  not  carved  with  metal 
tools.  Cohmibus,  it  is  the  work  of  strange  hands.  I  rescued  it 
from  the  lashing  waves. 

Columbus.  Noble  mate,  a  [)ension  for  you.  Pinzon  ere 
another  day  sees  the  setting  sun,  we  step  our  feet  on  India's 
coral  strand. 

Pedro.  (7^o  naro)  One  more  day.  Let  us  stay  by,  land 
nuist  be  near.  (A/!  exit  but  Columbus,  who  falls  on  Iiis 
I  iiees) 

Columbus.  Thanks  be  to  the  God  of  Spain  and  India, 
we  near  the  Western  World.  (Enter  Percoli,  Pedro,  Zaro, 
and  Sanche::  to  sieze  Columbus.  Pinzon  enters  from  other 
side  to  aid  Columbus,  who  rising  says:)  Back  to  the  ropes 
and  the  rudder,  you  fawning  cowards.  The  crowned  heads 
of  Castile  and  Aragon  shall  imprison  every  plotting  deserter. 
Chains  shall  bind  the  hands  and  feet  of  the  next  complainer. 
(All  back  off  the  stage  but  Percoli.  who  staggers  and  sways) 
Percoli,  do  you  defy  me? 

Percoli.  I  want  to  die.  I  was  never  meant  to  be  a  sail- 
or. Ah,  for  one  sight  of  Andalusia.  (He  falls) 

Columbus.  Zaro,  Zaro  (Zaro  enters)Gi\\Q.  this  man  a 
place  to  rest,  his  nerves  are  weak.  (Zaro  helps  Percoli  out) 
T  believe  I  see  a  light  and  it  seems  to  move.  I  fear  to  give 
the  alarm  as  it  may  only  be  an  astronomical  phenomenon. 
I'll  get  Pinzon.  Pinzon,  Pinzon.  (Pinzon  enters)  See !  Is 
not  that  a  light  on  land? 

Pinzon.  If  my  eyes  ever  beheld  anything,  that  is  a  light, 
a  torch  carried  high  in  the  air.  Zaro,  Sanchez,  Pedro. 
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Columbus.  A  light,  a  light,  at  last  a  light.  {Enter  all 
talking  mid  shouting)  (A  gun  shot  is  heard.  Percoli  falls. 
Fcdro  rushed  to  Percoli)  'Tis  a  signal  from  the  Pinta.  Land 
has  been  seen. 

Sanchez.     A  dark  forest,  just  two  leagues  ahead. 

Columbus.  To  the  ropes,  men,  let  down  the  sails,  cast 
out  the  anchor.  We  tarry  htre  till  dawn.  (All  exit  but 
Percoli) 

Percoli.  (Rising  to  his  feet)  Give  me  some  oriental 
spices.  I  don't  want  any  gold. 

(CURTAIN) 

End  of  Act  Three. 

ACT  FOUR 

Scene:  Indian  Camp.  0)i  shore  of  San  Sali'udor  Is/and. 
JVest  Indies. 

Indians  dancing  and  shoaling  about  canip  tire,  see  .Spa)i- 
iards  and  become  alarmed. 

SoANGETAHA.  (Poiuts  toicard  lake)  Gitchee  Gumee ! 
Cheemaun,  Loke  Cheemaun  !  (Indians  look  up  and  run  and 
Iiide)  ( Soaugetaha  and  Squanto  remain)  Esa,  Esa,  Soange 
taha,  Mahngotaysee.  (Enter  Columbus  and  Crew)  (Colum- 
bus falls  to  his  knees,  kisses  the  earth  and  sa\'s:) 

CoLLiMBUS.  Thanks  he  to  God  that  success  has  come. 
The  promised  land  of  my  flreams  is  a  reality.  (Comrades  al- 
so kneel  and  kiss  the  earth)  (Columbus,  zvith  royal  standard 
in  left  hand,  drazvs  sword  zvith  right  hand  and  says:)  I  take 
possession  of  this  land  in  behalf  of  the  Castilian  monarchs, 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  I  name  this  island  San  Salvador. 
Comrades,  take  the  oath  of  obedience  to  me  as  admiral  and 
viceroy  and  representative  of  the  sovereigns.  (They  all  gath- 
er about  him,  embracing  him  and  kissing  his  hands) 

Pedro.  Forgive  me  Columbus.  I  was  a  coward.  I  shall 
Oi>ey  your  every  command  henceforth. 

Percoli.  Columbus,  you  are  rich  now.  Give  me  some  of 
tliis  land.  Make  me  one  of  vour  officers. 
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PiNZON.  Columbus,  I  stood  by  you  while  others  de- 
serted. I  should  be  rewarded. 

Percoli.     See,  the  red  men,  they  will  kill  us. 

Columbus.  No  Percoli,  never  fear.  They  are  afraid  of 
us. 

Chief  Soangetaha.  (Poiiifiiii^  to  Finzon)  lagoo. 
(Bozi'iiig  to  ground  before  Coliuiibus)  jMinnewawa,  A'lishe, 
Mishe  !  (Indians  approach  7.cliites,  exaniijie  their  hands  and 
beards) 

Columbus.  (Distributing  caps,  beads  and  be/Is  among 
thein)Take  these  as  tokens  of  friendship.  We  want  to  trade 
with  you.  Plave  you  gold  or  spices  ? 

PiNZON.     They  do  not 'understand  our  language. 

Columbus.  '  Indians,  Indians  do  you  speak   Sjianish  ? 

(Indians  bring  balls  of  cotton  yarn  and  gii'e  to  zchites) 

Chief.  (Bringing  cakes)  Cassava,  Cassava,  Yuca. 
Yuca. 

PiNZON.  (Pointing  to  gold  in  Sijnanto's  nose)  Where 
do  you  get  this  ? 

Squanto.  (Shozving  zvooden  bozvl  and  pointing  south  ) 
Cuba,  Cuba,  Terra  Firma,  Cubanacan,  Cubanacan. 

Columbus.  She  says  that  the  gold  comes  from  tlic 
mainland  of  Asia.  She  means  that  Cublay  Khan,  the  Tartar 
sovereign,  ate  out  of  gold  dishes.  We  must  sail  to  the  south 
for  gold. 

Sanchez.  Such  beautiful  trees  !  Such  color  to  the  birds. 
It  truly  is  a  land  of  wealth. 

Pedro.  The  odor  of  rich  spices  is  in  the  air.  E\'en  the 
sun  shines  l)righter  here. 

Squanto.     Geezis,  Geezis. 

Sanchez,  We  must  be  on  one  of  the  Cipango  Islands. 
(Indians  bring  fruit  and  water  to  drink) 

Columbus.  (Drinking)  Better  water  than  Spain  can 
boast  of. 

Percoli.  (Bating  a  banana)  Some  yellow  bean  !  Spain 
has  nothing  like  this. 


16  COLUMBUS 

(Indians  bring  shells) 

PiNZON.  Oyster  shells.  There  must  be  pearls  to  be 
found  here. 

(IiidioJis  bring  wooden  linages  and  fisliing  tackle) 

Chief.     Sauhau,  Kenazha,  Taynamenaw. 

Columbus.  Material  for  fishing.  They  all  seem,  to  be 
fishermen.  They  must  supply  the  fish  for  the  interior  cities. 

Squanto.  (Displatying  a  spear,  and  pointing  to  the 
frees)  Adjidaumo,  Onaissa.  Kayashak. 

Columbus.  Men,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  land  of 
wealth.  We  must  go  to  the  south  and  find  gold  and  spices  to 
take  back  to  Spain. 

Ceiief.      (Holding  torch)  Babeque.  Babeque. 

Squanto.  (Pounding  ivith  hannner)  Bohio,  Bohio. 
(Both  point  to  south) 

PiNZON.  They  are  saying  that  the  natives  of  the  south 
collect  gold  by  torch  along  the  river  banks,  and  beat  it  into 
bars  with  hammers. 

Percoli.     Me  for  Babeque.  Me  for  Bohio. 

Sanchez.  I  wish  the  Indians  would  dance  and  sing 
again. 

Zaro.  I'll  ask  thcni  to.  (He  motions  to  them  in  imita- 
tion and  yells)  (Indians  all  join  in  dancing  and  singing. 
Spanish  look  on.  Percoli  joins  tlieir' circle,  others  follow.  Co- 
liiinbus  walks  to  center  of  stage  front.  All  circle'  about  him, 
come  to  a  stop  and  Columbus  speaks:) 

Columbus.  The  old  world  and  the  new ;  Spain  and 
India ;  The  white  man  and  the  red.  May  the  future  bring 
peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  and  may  God  be  praised  in 
the  New  World  and  the  Old. 

(CURTAIN) 
End  of  Act  Four 
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